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By Jackson Hines

After using your PC for a long amount of time, it can become very sluggish, but this does
not necessarily mean that you need a new PC. In this issue of tech tips I'll show you a few tricks
to speed up your PC!

= _ The first thing you can do is clear up disk
f E;tnipad = space by deleting files that you probably didn’t even
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G, inmi . . . .
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&) Wordpad Games click All Programs, go to Accessories, then System
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Search Tools, and then choose disk cleanup. Wait for disk

. System Tools

%Eah;‘::ft:m::”dC””ﬁg””‘““ Recent ltems cleanup to find all the files (that make take a few

1% Computer Computer minutes). Once it has found the files, a new window
Control Panel

=, Disk Cleanup Network will come up (shown below) and you will be able to
[E Disk Defragmenter . .

(€ Intenet Enables you to clear your disk of unnecessary files. | SeIeCt the flles YOU want to delete' I recommend JUSt
)} Systemn Information

{:.- System Restore Control Panel

) Tesk Scheduler P — space on my own computer this way.

deleting all of them. | was able to free up 3.3 GB of

& Windows Easy Transfer

Back Help and Support You can also free up some space by

Start Search

o, uninstallin ;
(0] a 8 =, Disk Cleanup for HP (C}) S5

Digk Cleanup | More Options

programs

that you don’t use anymore. Click the Start button, go

You can use Disk Cleanup to free up to 3.30 GE of disk
space on HP (C:).

to your Control Panel and find Add or Remove

Files to delete:
Programs (Programs and Features on Windows Vista). [F[ ] Dowrloaded ProgramFles ~__ 4.25.M1B |
. . [#] @) Temporary Intemet Files 425MB |1|
A list of all your programs will come up. Just go to each (4] /&5 Offine Webpages 126KB
) . . Hibemation File Cleaner 159GB
program that you don’t want anymore, click uninstall Debug Dump Fies 6AME -
and then follow the on screen instruction, it’s that Total amourt of disk space you gain: 330GB
. Description
sim p I e. Downloaded Program Files are ActiveX controls and Java applets

downloaded automatically from the Intemet when you view certain
pages. They are temporarnity stored in the Downloaded Program
Files folder on your hard disk.

How does Disk Cleanup work?
[ ok || cance |
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Another thing that you can do to

File Action View Help

eal=

speed up your computer’s performance is

Valume Session Status File System Capadity Free Space % Free Space d efra g me nt t h e h a rd d rive ( S) . Th e

=1(C) NTFS 92.95GB 4.39GB 4%

defragment feature is also built into

windows. It is in the same area that you

Estimated disk usage before defragmentation:

found the Disk Cleanup utility. Just go to
Start, All Programs, Accessories, System
Tools, and click Disk Defragmenter. Run

Estimated disk usage after defragmentation:

the defragmenter on all your Hard Drives.

The defragmenter will look different

M Fragmented files [l Contiguous files [ Unmovable files  [] Free space

depending on whether you are using

Windows XP or Windows Vista. First | will explain for XP. In Windows XP, select the drive(s)
that you want to defragment and then click the analyze button. Once analyzing is done, it will

let you know if you should defragment the analyzed omae =rr— |
drive(s). Select the drives that it said you should '
defragment and click the defragment button. The

defragmentation process on Windows Vista is much

9 Schrduled defsagmentation i cnabled

Viour ditks will b defragrmented st the scheduled time. Lasmlitonartnon

simpler. All you need to do is click the button that says
“Defragment Now” and wait for it to finish. Be awareon | R |
both XP and vista, defragmentation will most likely take hours to complete. Also note, it is
recommended that you have at least 15% free space before defragmenting, that is the total size
of your drive multiplied by 0.15.

Now you know how to defragment your drive, but what does that mean? Every time
you access a file on your hard drive, you computer has to figure out where on the hard drive
that file is. As you add and delete files and programs, everything gets spread out all of the hard
drive and there are spacing between files making files much harder to find, making it take
longer and seem like your computer is slower. Defragmenting moves all the files back near

each other again, making your computer faster.

Check Disk HP (C:) == So far I've shown you how to free up disk

space and defragment your hard drive. Up next
Chedk disk options k o
let’s look at how we can repair disk errors. Bad
| Automatically fix file system errors

¥|5can for and attempt recovery of bad sectors!

Sectors often arise after using your hard drive

for an extended period of time. Disk Check can
help! To run disk check, go to Start, My
Computer (called Computer on Windows Vista).
Right click on the drive you wish to check for bad

Start | [ cancel | sectors and choose properties from the right

click menu. The drive properties will appear in a
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new window. Go to the tools tab and click the Check Now button. The Check Disk utility will
open. Make sure both check boxes are selected and press Start. Follow the on screen
instructions and be aware you may be asked to restart your computer during some point of the
process.

Next, you should find and get rid of any spyware or viruses on your computer. If you
already have virus/spyware software running, just do a full scan of your machine and let it
delete the viruses for you. If you do not have any software protecting your computer, try doing
a free security and virus scan from Symantec (makers of Norton) at
http://security.symantec.com/. Make sure you run these scans using Microsoft’s Internet

Explorer 5, 6 or 7 (because Symantec hasn’t yet figured out that Mozilla’s Firefox browser is far
superior). There are also quality windows security programs available for free! For anti-virus
security, there is a program available called AVG Anti-Virus Free Edition. You can download
that at www.download.com. For spyware security, | highly recommend a program called Ad-

Aware that can also be downloaded at www.download.com.

Another thing to do is clean out the windows registry. The windows registry contains
info about programs you’ve installed and a lot other info about the way windows runs. Your
registry can get pretty cluttered up, if you install and uninstall things frequently, but no worries,
a free program called CCleaner is here to help. CCleaner will scan your registry and find
uneeded entries and delete them for vyou. You can download CCleaner from
www.download.com.

—. Removable Disk (M:) Properties e Now this last tip is only for people who

General | Tools | Hardware | Sharing | ReadyBoost | Customize are using Windows Vista. This is called

e ReadyBoost. If you have a flash drive lying

1 Speed up your system by utilizing the available space . .
Sm”  on this device. around with some extra space on it, you can

put that space to good use as additional RAM

Do not use this device.

(Random Access Memory) for your computer.

Random Access Memory is used to hold
Space to reserve for system speed: processes/programs that are currently being

|_J 260 2] MB used. If you open a program, and you have to
wait a few seconds for it to load, this is
While the device is being used for system speed the . .
reserved space will not be available for file storage. because your computer is Ioadmg the program

into the RAM. If you have more RAM, you can

Windows recommends reserving 870 ME for optimal
performance.

have more processes and programs running
without as much slowdown of your computer.

To use ReadyBoost, just plug in your flash
drive and click Start and then click Computer.
| ; When the computer window comes up, find

the drive you just plugged in. Right click and
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choose properties to open the properties window. Go to the tab called ReadyBoost and choose
to Use this device. Then, choose how much space you want to allocate to ReadyBoost and
press OK.

Now if your computer should be performing a lot faster, but if you are still unhappy with
the speed of your computer and you know it still used to be faster there is one last thing you
can do, that is reinstall the Operating System (also called a full system restore). Be aware, this
will delete EVERYTHING on your computer, every document, every program, and every
everything. Consult your computer’s user’s manual for information on the details of how to do
this for your specific computer.

If you have done everything I've said here and the performance of your computer is still
sluggish it may be time for a new PC.
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